A case of schizencephaly has a normal surface EEG but abnormal intracranial EEG: epilepsia partialis continua or dystonia?
Schizencephaly is a congenital malformation of the cerebral hemispheres, with communication between the lateral ventricle and the subarachnoid space. Marinelli reported that schizencephaly may be associated with continuous involuntary hand movements, such as dystonia or epilepsia partialis continua (EPC). We describe a young Chinese patient with continuous involuntary movements of the contralateral hand affected by schizencephaly. He has a normal scalp electroencephalogram (EEG) but abnormal intracranial EEG, with synchronized periodic lateralized epileptiform discharges. The results obtained from these EEG investigations and the clinical features of the involuntary movements are in favor of a diagnosis of secondary EPC.